
Th is is my favorite time of the year as a 
member of Civic league.  Th e star that is our 
“sisterhood” shines the brightest.  Th e steady 
glow we provide all year bursts into fl ame and 
becomes Christmas House.  Every year I am 
more amazed at what comes from the creative 
minds and fi ngers of you wonderful ladies.  I 
think, “How can we get better?”  But we do.  

Many, many thanks are due to Marcy and Sue 
Ann for their vision, enthusiasm, leadership, 
and astuteness and selecting their room chairs 
and support staff .  

Th anks also to those attending workshops and 
taking home projects. Please don’t stop here 
though.  Spend time helping at the house, no 
one is limited to only four hours and much 
assistance is still needed there fi lling shift s.  
In all the hustle and frantic activity trying 
to wrap things up – please pause to refl ect 
upon the wondrous friendships you may be 
forming.  Th ey may last a lifetime.  

Despite the excitement of another Christmas 
House, I cannot help but be saddened by 

the passing of one of our members who 
epitomized it for so many years.  

Joann Sigler was a true gem and 
I can barely recall a Christmas 
House in my past, even 
before I became a member, 
which did not include her 
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CLUB NEWS

Representative of the Military Outreach 
Committee, Flo Beville and Ann Norwood 
presented the WCLC wreath at the veteran’s 
military ceremony at Beth El Cemetery on 
Veteran’s Day.  

Governor and First Lady Mead, Senator John 
Barrasso, and various military dignitaries spoke.  
Th ough a very cold and frigid day, we were 
honored to be present.  In light of the incredible 
sacrifi ce made by our troops on a daily basis, the 
cold paled in any comparison.  We know that all 
club members’ prayers are with our troops and 
their families, as well as with deceased veterans, 
many whom were our families and friends.  Th ey 
will forever hold a treasured place in our hearts.

Militay Outreach
Ann Norwood

Militay Outreach...
Th e Military Outreach Committee members and 
any other interested club members are being 
asked to donate Christmas gift s to a family with 
three little girls whose names and information 
were obtained from Denise Rampolla, 153d AW 
Airman and Family Readiness Program Manager 
as part of the Angel Tree for the Air National 
Guard.  Denise has known this young family 
for awhile and this will be Dad’s fi rst Christmas 
home in years.  We will be discussing this matter 
at our upcoming meeting.  Below is the pertinent 
information:
#C1.  Girl.  Age 6.  Winter coat, size 7/8, clothing 
size 7/8, likes dragons and dinosaurs.

#C2.  Girl.  Age 3.  Winter coat, size 4T/5, 
clothing size 4T/5, likes farm animals.

#C3.  Girl.  Age 5.  Winter coat, size 6T, clothing 
size 6T/7, likes ponies and dolls.

Please be thinking of the items you may be 
interested in providing and we will assign gift  
items accordingly at our meeting.

Th e Military Outreach Committee will be holding 
a meeting immediately following the General 
Membership Meeting on Wednesday, November 
14th.  We will be discussing potential projects for 
the year.  We are requesting that members attend 
the meeting and bring ideas regarding projects of 
interest.

smiling face in some capacity.  For those of you who 
were not able to know her, I am sorry.  For those of 
us who had that privilege, I am sure we will carry 
her spirit with us this and every year as we wander 
through the rooms of a new Christmas house.

I would like to give thanks, at this time also of 
Th anksgiving, for family and friends, food and 
shelter, and blessings bestowed upon each of us 
every day in so many ways.  I am thankful for the 
ladies of Civic League, personally and for your 
dedication to our community.  I pray for the families 
of those we have lost and the good health for those 
who are battling illnesses.   I encourage each of you 
to smile as much as you are able because it always 
passes forward.  Happy Th anksgiving to all!

From the President...



CLUB NEWS
Adopt a Child

Sherri Geringer
As Christmas approaches, we each spend time 
thinking and planning for the gift s we give 
to family and friends as well as to those less 
fortunate than we are.  

In a change from the past WCLC tradition of 
adopting a family for the holiday, the Youth 
and Family Services committee has decided to 
sponsor 10-15 children from 4 or 5 families…or 
perhaps more as we fi nd the need.   

It is our hope that in doing so, we touch the 
lives of more youngsters who are in families 
that are facing particularly tough times.  We are 
requesting gift s from Civic League members for 
these children, some of whom are homeless and 
all of whom are from families with very little 
money and none for “extras” at Christmas.  

Ages, gender and sizes will be available at the 
November luncheon.  We would like to have a 
couple of gift s to give each child, perhaps one 
article of clothing and one toy.  

Th e school district and our own Nancy Kaufman 
are providing us the names of children who are in 
special need this year.  

Please pick up a card with a name and gift  idea 
at the luncheon on Nov. 13, then return your 
wrapped gift  with a securely attached name tag 
to the December brunch.  Th e committee will see 
that each child receives your gift  in time to bring 
a  smile to the face at Christmas.  Th ank you so 
much for your generosity!

Cookbooks
Sherri Geringer

It’s been a long wait, but we think you’ll be 
delighted with the beautiful, forest green and 
gold-leaf cover and the delicious 642 recipes 
inside that are just waiting to be tried out in your 
kitchen!  

Unfortunately, because of a production problem 
at the publisher, they won’t be here before 
Th anksgiving but will arrive the following week. 

You will hear from us by phone and/or email 
when they are here!  We’ll be having you pick 
your pre-ordered books up at the home of Kay 
Jessen, 3664 Foxcroft  Road and will ask that you 
give her a quick call at 634-4197 before you come 
to be sure she’s home.  

For those of you who need to purchase extra 
cookbooks, they will be for sale at Christmas 
House at checkout in the garage both days for 
members as well as the public…no need to wait 
until aft er 3 on Saturday.  

Also, they will be for sale at the December 
brunch.  At this time it is not planned to have 
pre-ordered books available for pick up at 
Christmas House.  

We thank all of you for the wonderful recipes 
you’ve given to be published…you’ve made the 
“Celebrate!” cookbook a true success!



CLUB NEWS
Can Man Project

Charlene Baktamarian
Ladies I will be collecting Peanut Butter at our 
November Luncheon.  I will only be collecting 
Peanut Butter “FOUR TIMES” this year.  

Th ere will be large shopping bags marked clearly 
“Peanut Butter” at the luncheons. I will deliver it 
to Needs.  Let’s really rally together this year and 
collect a record amount of Peanut Butter for our 
community. 

Anytime you need to bring it on a month not 
designated please feel -free to do so and I will 
make sure it gets to needs.

Afternoon Gourmet
Joyce Bailey

Aft ernoon Gourmet got into full swing  in 
October.  Looks like fun!

Flo will have a table at the November General 
Meeting Luncheon On November 14th at Little 
America.

Even if you are not attending the lunch and 
meeting, please stop by for your Yearbook.  Th ere 
are several Associates who still do not have their 
Yearbooks.

December 5th Auction/Brunch at Little America.  
Flo will have the Yearbooks with her in her 
vehicle and arrangements can be made with her 
aft er the brunch to pick up your Yearbook.

Yearbook
Women’s Issues

Katherine Van Dell & 
Connie Glassman

Th e committee is requesting donations of new or 
gently used twin bedspreads, comforters, and/or 
quilts.  Th ese items will be donated to the Comea 
Shelter for use in the women’s dormitory.  Bunk 
beds are used in the dormitory and are in need of 
decent coverings.  Please deposit your donation 
in a red container that be at the November 
membership meeting.  

Should you have any questions, you can contact 
either Katherine or Connie. On behalf of the 
committee, we thank you in advance for your 
generous donation(s).

CIP
Barb Costa

All of the applicants for CIP grants have been 
notifi ed of the result of the committee, board and 
membership actions.  



COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Habitat ReStore
1805 Ames Avenue 637-8067
Hours of Operation : Tuesday - Saturday 
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Free donation pick ups available on 
Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Call to schedule a pick-up! 
Drop off  donations are always welcome. 

All donations are tax deductible. 
DONATE YOUR STUFF!

www.cheyennehabitat.org 

“Th e ReStore is a retail outlet that sells donated 
furniture, appliances and building materials to 
the public at low-cost. All sales from the ReStore 
benefi t Habitat for 
Humanity of Laramie County & support 
our mission of providing homeownership 
opportunities for hardworking families in the 
community. 

Habitat for Humanity
ReStore

Fran Smyth
As a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Cheyenne Symphony Orchestra, as well as a 
member of our WCLC organization, I would like 
to invite our members and their guests to attend 
the Symphony Ball on Saturday, November 17th, 
2012.  

One of our very own WCLC members, Dr. 
Sandra Surbrugg and her husband, Dr. Robert 
Prentice will be honored as Special Guests at this 
event.  

Little America - Grand Ballroom.  
Cocktails at 5:30, dinner is at 7:00, followed by a 
Silent Auction and dancing.  

Black Tie is optional. Individual tickets or tables 
can still be purchased by contacting the Cheyenne 
Symphony Orchestra Offi  ce at 778-8561.  Given 
our organization’s support of the Arts, I would 
also like to mention that one of the key missions 
of the CSO is the ongoing cultural and artistic 
education of the youth in our community. 

Cheyenne Symphony 
Orchestra

Ann Norwood



Christmas House 2012
E-Gram
Be sure and read your November 2012 E-Gram 
Christmas House newsletter.  It is full of great 
information about everything Christmas House. 

Prairie Arts Room
June Wood’s House
6030 Syracuse Rd
635-3191
Mondays 6-9 pm

ELVES WANTED!!
Where:  2900 Carey Avenue
When:   November 30 – December 1, 2012
Time:   Friday from at 9:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.  
Saturday from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

It is customary that new members work at least 
one shift  as an Elf and I look forward to working 
with each of the new members.  It is important 
to remember that the Elves are the fi rst people to 
greet and interact with individuals that are coming 
to Christmas House.  Th ere will be items for Elves 
to wear that will distinguish you from others that 
will be gathered at the front door.  

At the November general membership meeting, 
the sign up sheet will be placed on the table 
with other sign up sheets requesting workers.  
Currently, there are more blank spots than fi lled 
one.  I need as many as possible to consider 
welcoming our guests to the 2012 Christmas 
House.

Winter Ice Workshops
We invite you to join us with our many exciting 
projects for the Winter Ice Christmas House 
room. We are moving on to assembling projects. 
Th e penguins are done! We need to make the 
snowmen for the chalk boards. We have to start 
glittering up the bells and we’re moving on to 
new projects!

If you are intrigued with creating fancy glass 
etchings, multi-hued glitter bell ornaments, or 
painting snowmen and penguins, then please 
join us. We also have take-home projects for 
those who are looking for something to do at 
home. 

Our plans for craft s are many and we're sure we 
have something for every talent level from the 
beginner to the master craft er. We can always 
use an extra pair of hands creating craft s and 
would welcome your creative talents.

We look forward to seeing you!

Tuesday 1- 3 pm
Th ursdays  6-8 pm
3701 Ostdiek Court
Connie Glassman - 638-3523
Tandie Opsal - 640-1464

Directions: east on Pershing to Wills Road, left  
turn onto Wills at the Wells Fargo Bank, 1 1/2 
blocks north to Ostdiek turn right, last large 
house on the right at the end of the street. 
Coming south on Ridge Road left  onto 
Cheyenne left  on Wills and right on Ostdiek.



Christmas House 2012

Woodland Wonders
Cathy McMikle’s  
902 Frontier Park Ave. 
637-7750 
Mondays 9 am 10 1pm
We will be working on nature inspired projects. 

Wings of Enchantment
Teresa Lake’s House
1782 Dodge Rd
630-3931
Monday’s 6-9 pm

Joyous Songs

Mary and I would like to extend our deep 
appreciation to the members of the Joyous Song 
Committee who worked diligently on the Living 
Room and Formal Tree in preparation for our 
upcoming Christmas House:  Megan Anderson, 
Evie Randall, Billie Neff , Gloria Tafoya, Fay 
Zaharas, Shirley McLelland, Donna Remster, 
Trish Peacock, and Charlene Baktamarian.  

It was truly our joy to be able to work side-by-side 
with this group of dedicated, talented, creative, 
generous, warm-hearted and yes, glitter-covered 
group of ladies.  

We look forward to our upcoming Christmas 
House.  

We again extend our thank you to Patty and Steve 
Caldwell for allowing us to showcase their lovely 
home, as well as to our outstanding Christmas 
House Chairman, Marcy Helser and Sue Ann 
Shaff er.

Ann Norwood and Mary Bracken

Sign up to Work!

A reminder there will be a table for Room Work 
Sign up Sheets at the November meeting.  

PLEASE, PLEASE check these sheets and get signed 
up.  I know several of the room chairs still need help.  

Whether you want to sell jewelry and bling at Sassy 
Accessories, or pass out Cookies and Wassail or sell 
at the Pantry just to name a few, we have slots open.  

AND WE NEED YOU!!  

Christmas House on 
Facebook

Christmas House has a facebook page!

Go to facebook and search for 
Greatest Christmas House Ever



Christmas House 2012

Of utmost importance is the timing of your 
deliveries to Christmas House.  Please, please, 
please check in your baked goods and your gift  
item into the garage on Wednesday aft ernoon or 
all day Th ursday.  It is simply not fair to expect the 
Room Chairmen to handle processing your items 
aft er Th ursday at 5:00 p.m.  

Remember: do not bring these items to the 
Preview Party or to Christmas House aft er it 
has opened.  Be sure you sign your objects in 
at the correct sign, Gift  Room or Baked Goods.  
Put a suggested price on the sign in sheet.  Th e 
Chairmen will make out the price tag.  Th ey will 
take your items into the house.  It would be very 
generous of you to wait to preview the house until 
Th ursday night.  While this house is delightful, it is 
smaller and there will be a great deal of confusion 
with set up.  Plan to enjoy it at the Preview Party.  

29th Street  between Carey and Pioneer will be 
blocked off  for the duration.  During set up please 
park here for unloading and entering through the 
south garage door.  

Room Chairs: do not bring in your items through 
the front door.  Th ere will be two utility trailers 
and one large dumpster located immediately next 
to garage door.  
During Christmas House please park in Al 
Weiderspahn’s empy lot at 27th and Pioneer (SW 
corner of intersection).  

Shri will be driving members on Friday, 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. and on Saturday 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Contact 
her on her cell phone, 630-1767. 

Enter Christmas House at south garage door.  Take 
right hand door which will be marked “Member’s 
Entry” to enter house.  

Door to breakroom in basement is directly ahead.  
Coat rack will be in room at bottom of stairs with 
nametags nearby.  Lori Millin is Hostess Chairman 
and will be nearby with directions.  Bathroom for 
member use is up the stairs and next to kitchen. 

A few details about Christmas House….



GFCE Women’s Civic League
2012 - 2013 Book Club Reading List

ESO BOOK CLUB

Date Book Title Author
September 17, 2012 “Th e Book Th ief ”

Category: Historical Fiction
Marcus Zusak

October 15, 2012 “Th e Best Exotic Marigold Hotel”
Category: Fiction/Movie

Deborah Moggach

November 19, 2012 “Half Broke Horses”
Category: True Life Novel

Jeanette Walls

January 21, 2013 “To the End of the Land”
Category: Fiction

David Grossman

February 18, 2013 “Th e Cold Dish”
Category: Mystery/Fiction

Griag Johnson

March 18, 2013 “Travels with Myself and Another
Category: Historical Fiction/Movie

Martha Gelhorn

April 15, 2012 “Th e Paperboy”
Category: Mystery/Movie

Pete Dexter

May 20, 2013 “One Degree West”
Category: Nonfi ction

Julene Bair

Book Club meets @ Barnes & Noble at 9:15 am
ESO Forms: ESO is an acronym for Epsilon Sigma Omicron, a non-social, educational sorority 
available to every GFCW member. Th e program encourages reading and rewards both the member 
and the club she belongs to with points. 

You do not have to me a member of our Book Club to participate in ESO. Simply fi ll out the ESO 
reporting form (located on our website) and return to Renee. Th e form does not have to fi lled in 
entirely- just report the books you have read in the last year. Th e annual reporting period ends 
February 1. 

Contact Renee Korbach if you have questions of would like to Co-Chair the Book Club:
Renee: 307-514-3017 or ckastro2002@yahoo.com



Yearbook Changes
Board of Directors

President ................................ Nancy Kaufman
First Vice-President  ............. Mary Lee Dixon
Second Vice-President ......... Shri Reckling
Recording Secretary ............. Heather Jensen
Corresponding Secretary ..... Pam Hendricks
Treasurer .................................Linda Brunner
Board Advisor ........................Karen Kent

Flo Beville

General Information

Membership Meetings
November 14, 2012
Little America
F.E. Warren Color Guard Flag Folding
Christmas House

December 5, 2012 - Brunch Meeting
Little America
Deck the Halls
Christmas House Brunch and Auction

January 9, 2013
Old West Museum
“Single Women Homesteaders”

February 13, 2013
Cheyenne Country Club
Lori Millin- Ophthamology Clinic Missions

Group Emails
wclcmembers@googlegroups.com
wclcsocial@googlegroups.com
wclcboard@googlegroups.com

website: www.womenscivicleaguecheyenne.org
Christmas House Facebook page:
Greatest Christmas House Ever

New Honorary Member
Pat Nordel
120 Ft. Warren Ave., 82001
(701) 330-7705

Teresa Kunkel new cell 
287-8398

New Emails
Teresa Lake: teresaklake@yahoo.com
Renee Korbach: ckastro2002@yahoo.com
Ann Elsasser: wymikeandann@msn.com

Sue Tardiff  phone number update
421-0396

Shirley McLelland new address:
1220 Country Club Ave 82001

Substance Abuse Committee:
Annette Temte - Add

Ladie’s Marathon Bridge:
Lois Deaver, Joan Hughes, Margaret Mueller - Add

Book Club:
Shri Reckling- Add

Aft ernoon Gourmet:
Joan Hughes, Joyce Bailey, Bev Schrader,  Colette Stadel, 
Robin Volk, Linda Amundson, Sean Brazzale, Judy Liss-
man, Linda Gregory - Add

Evening Bunko
Linda Weppner - Add

Evening Dinner Club
Linda Weppner - Add
Barb Clark - Remove

Education Services
Jessica Fleenor - Add



I am sad to report that Joann Sigler passed away. Please keep husband, Stan; and children, Jenny 
and Doug; and two granddaughters in your thoughts and prayers.
A celebration of life will be held in Poway, California, but date and details are unknown at this 
time.

Address for sympathy cards:
     Sigler Family

     12751 Gateway Park Rd.
     Apt. 425

     Poway, CA  92064

Joann joined Women’s Civic League in 1972, and remained active for many years.  She was 
President in 1978-79.  Joann was an extremely talented handi-craft er.  She was Christmas 
House Chairman in 1976, at the Historic Governor’s Mansion.  For many years she was Mrs. 
Claus at the Christmas House, and did a fabulous job.  Joann recently moved to California, and, 
according to those most close to her, hated leaving behind her friends and beloved Women’s 
Civic League.  At the time of her passing, Joann was an honorary member of the organization.

Corresponding Secretary
Pam Hendricks

Membership
Phyllis Salzburg

Tiff any Flournoy, a Cheyenne native, has been married for 8 years and has three girls 16, 12 & 
7.  Tiff any is the manager of Adora at the Plains Hotel and also does massage therapy. She moved 
back to the great state of Wyoming from California, where she owned and operated a luxury 
day spa. Her hobby is creating custom and unique jewelry from repurposed antique spoons and 
leather belts. She also enjoys hiking, camping, traveling, movies, reading and spending time with 
her family. Her inspiration to join GFWC Women’s Civic League and help our community came 
from her mother, Pat Caldwell. She is excited about using her talents and time to make our city a 
better, safer, cleaner place to live, and provide opportunities for those in need through Women’s 
Civic League of Cheyenne.

Over the next few months we will introduce our 16 new members more personally in the 
Newsletter. Th is month we are featuring four of our new members. Please make them all 
feel welcome when you see them at meetings and workshops!



Membership continued
Phyllis Salzburg

Megan Anderson was born and raised on beautiful Lake Michigan and lived in Michigan until 
she was 19.  In 2007 she moved to Denver and then spent the next two years traveling around and 
living in Colorado, Wyoming and New Mexico. She landed in Laramie and worked for Albany 
Lodge and Table in the Wilderness Camp while commuting to Denver to fi nish her education 
in culinary arts management.  She met her husband in Laramie and on December 31, 2011 they 
tied the knot.  Th ey live in Pine Bluff s where Ty is a farmer among other things.  Th ey have three 
dogs, two cats and four chickens. Th ey love to volunteer, working with CASA of Laramie County 
and their church to help their community.  She is trying to fi gure out her next career move aft er 
leaving Little America, leaning towards returning to school to get her masters in Nutrition.  She 
does love food aft er all!

Carolyn Paseneaux is the Executive Director for the Wyoming Health Care Assoc., an 
organization for Skilled Nursing Facilities, lobbying on behalf of the organization at the Wyoming 
Legislature. She also teaches Civics to parents, grandparents and others under a contract with 
the Dept of Health. She was elected to the Wyoming House of Representatives and served as 
chair of the Labor, Health and Social Service Committee,  Agriculture, Water and Public Lands 
Committee, was a member of House Revenue Committee, and Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and 
Cultural Resources Committee during her tenure.  While living in Montana she was in charge 
of Community Corrections for Adults (half way houses for men and women when they are 
released from prison), also a pre-release program for men and women, and because she was the 
only female in state corrections they made her the warden of women off enders!  She developed a 
residential program for women off enders with children which helped maintain the bond between 
mothers and children. Recidivism was a low 5%.  When she fi rst came to Wyoming she ran two 
state-wide agriculture associations lobbying in the state legislature and in Congress. She appeared 
before the Senate to address the issue of wolves, and that was back in the late 80s!  Carolyn has a 
law degree which has helped her become a better administrator. Barb Costa is her sponsor.

Jessica Fleenor was born and raised in Cheyenne, graduating from Central High. She went on to 
the University of Northern Colorado to study music, art and education, graduating in 2008 with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Interdisciplinary Studies, minoring in music and elementary education. 
Upon graduation Jessica returned to Cheyenne, working as the general manager of Grant Farms 
Home & Garden and to start her own event planning business. In the spring of 2009 she joined 
forces at Th e Historic Hotel Frontier in downtown Cheyenne as the assistant project manager to 
help develop and create Suite 1901 Infused Martini Bar and Fine Dining Bistro where she stayed 
active as their administrative coordinator. Jessica has recently ventured beyond 1901, aspiring to 
expand her event planning statewide as well as owning and operating a Wyoming based winery. 
Jessica grew up watching her mother, Diana McDougal, a member of Women’s Civic League and 
feels privileged to be one of our newest members! She looks forward to off ering her own unique 
talents to this wonderful women’s organization.

Resignations were accepted from Chris McRady and Melissa Fowler.


